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LEONARD RYDEN BURR BRING ON NEW PARTNER FOR NEXT CHAPTER 

 

Burr And Ryden Step Down From Ownership/Leadership, But Will Remain Active 

 

WINSTON-SALEM, North Carolina, April 2nd, 2019 – Leonard Ryden Burr, LLC, the leading 

residential real estate agency in Winston-Salem, today announced that on April 1st, 2019 founding 

partners Brooke Burr and Michael Ryden have sold their ownership interests in the business to 

remaining founding partner Curtis Leonard, and new partner Robert Gefaell. Burr and Ryden will 

step away from day-to-day management of the firm but will remain fully engaged in continuing 

client representation. “Being a member of the leadership team at Leonard Ryden Burr for 15 years 

has been a wonderfully rewarding experience. Having a front row seat for witnessing our 

exceptional growth has been quite special” said Burr. “I look forward to continuing my involvement 

with the firm on the production side as that is where my true passion has always been. I have 

complete confidence in both Curtis and Robert as they begin this new chapter for LRB”. Ryden 

states, “over the years I have enjoyed building our brand as one of the most respected in our 

area, but much like Brooke, I am ready to step down from my leadership role and focus on sales 

once again.”  

 

Leonard was a founding partner of Leonard Ryden Burr, and is one of the industry leaders in the 

Triad. Leonard is partnering with Robert Gefaell of Charlotte, North Carolina, a successful debt 

and equity investor who’s resume includes stops at Royal Bank of Canada (fka Centura Bank), 

Salem Capital Partners, and most recently as a founding partner of Charlotte based Plexus 

Capital where he spent the last 12 years. “I have known Curtis for 25 years and have always been 

impressed not only with him, but the company he helped build and the team they assembled. 

Without question Leonard Ryden Burr is the gold standard in the real estate community in 

Winston-Salem and I look forward to helping build on the incredible legacy that currently exists.” 

Gefaell will be moving to Winston-Salem to assume his new role within the agency. “Robert has 

played integral roles in helping grow companies throughout his career, and I look forward to 

tapping into his business acumen as it pertains to Leonard Ryden Burr”, states Leonard. “When 

you combine my 35+ years of real estate experience with Robert’s investment and business 

growth background, the formula exists for continued success and market dominance – I am 

beyond excited for the future of the firm we helped create, and for the continuing success of our 

outstanding agents”. 

 

Founded in 2004, Leonard Ryden Burr is the Triad’s largest independent real estate firm, 

receiving local and national recognition for excellence in relocation, marketing and client services. 

The agency’s 70 agents have deep local insight, boast the area’s top listings, are truly committed 

to community service, all the while providing exceptional service to their clients.  

 

 

 


